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PRESERVED?
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What is the claim about Quranic Preservation?

Maulana Maududi explains in the beginning of his Tafsir 

Tafheem ul Quran

The Quran is preserved dot for dot, word for word, letter for 

letter 

One can survey any manuscript or any modern Quran but will 

find no difference

The preservation of the Quran is a Historical Fact



MODERN 
VARIANTS







SURAH MAIDAH 5:6

HAFS ‘ARJULAKUM’ SUSI ‘ARJULIKUM’

O you who believe! When you stand up for the prayer, then 
wash your faces and your hands till the elbows and wipe your 
heads and your feet till the ankles. But if you are (in) a state of 
ceremonial impurity then purify yourselves…..

O you who have believed, when you rise to [perform] prayer, 

wash your faces and your forearms to the elbows and wipe 

over your heads and wash your feet to the ankles. And if you 

are in a state of janabah, then purify yourselves……



SURAH GHAFIR 40:26

HAFS ``AW AIN YUZHIR`` WARSH ``WA AIN YUZHIR``

And Pharaoh said, "Let me kill Moses and let him call 
upon his Lord. Indeed, I fear that he will change your 
religion or that he will cause corruption in the land."

And Pharaoh said, "Let me kill Moses and let him call upon his 
Lord. Indeed, I fear that he will change your religion and that 
he will cause corruption in the land."



SURAH HADID 57:24

HAFS ``HUWA`` WARSH ``HUWA`` IS MISSING

Who hoard and who enjoin upon the people 

avarice. And whosoever turneth away, still Allah 

is the Absolute, the Owner of Praise.

Who hoard and who enjoin upon the people 

avarice. And whosoever turneth away, still Allah, 

the Absolute, the Owner of Praise.



SURAH BAQARAH 2:184

HAFS ``TAAMU MISKEEN`` WARSH ``TAAMI MASAAKEEN``

[Fasting for] a limited number of days. So whoever 
among you is ill or on a journey [during them] - then 
an equal number of days [are to be made up]. And 
upon those who are able [to fast, but with 
hardship] - a ransom [as substitute] of feeding a 
poor person [each day]. And whoever volunteers 
excess - it is better for him. But to fast is best for 
you, if you only knew.

[Fasting for] a limited number of days. So whoever among 
you is ill or on a journey [during them] - then an equal 
number of days [are to be made up]. And upon those who 
are able [to fast, but with hardship] - a ransom [as 
substitute] of feeding poor people [each day]. And whoever 
volunteers excess - it is better for him. But to fast is best for 
you, if you only knew.



SURAH KAHF 18:36

HAFS ``MINHA`` WARSH ``MINHUMA`` VERSE DIVISION 
DIFFERS

And I do not think the Hour will occur. And 
even if I should be brought back to my 
Lord, I will surely find better than this as a 
return."

And I do not think the Hour will occur. And even 
if I should be brought back to my Lord, I will 
surely find better than these as a return."



SURAH ZUKHRUF 43:19

HAFS ``IBAAD UR RAHMAN`` WARSH ``IND AR RAHMAN``

And they have made the angels, who are slaves of 
the Most Merciful, females. Did they witness their 
creation? Their testimony will be recorded, and 
they will be questioned.

And they have made the angels, who are with the Most 
Merciful, females. Did they witness their creation? Their 
testimony will be recorded, and they will be questioned.



SURAH IMRAN 3:133

HAFS ``WA SARIO`` WARSH ``SARIO`` LETTER WAW 
MISSING

And hasten to forgiveness from your Lord and a 

garden as wide as the heavens and earth, 

prepared for the righteous

Hasten to forgiveness from your Lord and a 

garden as wide as the heavens and earth, 

prepared for the righteous



SURAH QASAS 28:48

HAFS ``SAHRAAN`` WARSH ``SAAHIRAAN``

But when the truth came to them from Us, they said, "Why was 
he not given like that which was given to Moses?" Did they not 
disbelieve in that which was given to Moses before? They said, 
"[They are but] two works of magic supporting each other, and 
indeed we are, in both, disbelievers."

But when the truth came to them from Us, they said, "Why 
was he not given like that which was given to Moses?" Did 
they not disbelieve in that which was given to Moses 
before? They said, "[They are but] two 
magicians supporting each other, and indeed we are, in 
both, disbelievers."



SURAH ANBIYA 21:4

HAFS ``QAALA`` WARSH ``QUL``

He [the Prophet] said, "My Lord knows whatever is 
said throughout the heaven and earth, and He is the 
Hearing, the Knowing."

Say [O Muhammad], "My Lord knows whatever is said 
throughout the heaven and earth, and He is the Hearing, 
the Knowing."



SURAH ANBIYA 21:112

HAFS ``QAALA`` WARSH ``QUL``

[The Prophet] has said, "My Lord, judge 

[between us] in truth. And our Lord is the Most 

Merciful, the one whose help is sought against 

that which you describe."

Say: "O my Lord! judge Thou in truth!" "Our Lord Most 

Gracious is the One Whose assistance should be sought 

against the blasphemies ye utter!"



SURAH BAQRAH 2:119

WARSH ‘TASAL’HAFS ‘TUSAL’

Indeed, We have sent you, [O Muhammad], with the 

truth as a bringer of good tidings and a warner, and 

you will not be asked about the companions of 

Hellfire.

Indeed, We have sent you, [O Muhammad], with the truth 

as a bringer of good tidings and a warner, and do not 

ask about the companions of Hellfire.



SURAH BAQARAH 2:140

HAFS ``TAQULUNA`` WARSH ``YAQULUNA``

Or do you say that Abraham and Ishmael and Isaac 
and Jacob and the Descendants were Jews or 
Christians? Say, "Are you more knowing or is Allah ?" 
And who is more unjust than one who conceals a 
testimony he has from Allah ? And Allah is not 
unaware of what you do.

Or do they say that Abraham and Ishmael and Isaac 
and Jacob and the Descendants were Jews or 
Christians? Say, "Are you more knowing or is Allah 
?" And who is more unjust than one who conceals a 
testimony he has from Allah ? And Allah is not 
unaware of what you do.



SURAH BAQARAH 2:132

HAFS ``WA WASSA`` WARSH ``WA AWSA``

And Abraham enjoined his sons [to do the same] and 
[so did] Jacob, [saying], "O my sons, indeed Allah has 
chosen for you this religion, so do not die except while 
you are Muslims."

And Abraham instructed his sons [to do the same] and 
[so did] Jacob, [saying], "O my sons, indeed Allah has 
chosen for you this religion, so do not die except while 
you are Muslims."



WARSH ``ANJAYTANA`` HAFS ``ANJAANA``

SURAH AL ANAAM 6:63

Say, "Who rescues you from the darknesses of the land 
and sea [when] you call upon Him imploring [aloud] and 
privately, 'If He should save us from this [crisis], we will 
surely be among the thankful.' 

Say, "Who rescues you from the darknesses of the 
land and sea [when] you call upon Him imploring 
[aloud] and privately, ‘If you should save us from this 
[crisis], we will surely be among the thankful.' 



SURAH TAWBAH 9:107

HAFS ``WA LAZZI`` WARSH ``ALAZI``

And there are those who put up a mosque by 
way of mischief and infidelity - to disunite the 
Believers - and in preparation for one who warred 
against Allah and His Messenger aforetime. They 
will indeed swear that their intention is nothing 
but good; But Allah doth declare that they are 
certainly liars.

There are those who put up a mosque by way of 
mischief and infidelity - to disunite the Believers - and in 
preparation for one who warred against Allah and His 
Messenger aforetime. They will indeed swear that their 
intention is nothing but good; But Allah doth declare 
that they are certainly liars.



SURAH SHUARA 26:217

HAFS ``WA TAWAQAL`` WARSH ``FA TAWAQAL``

And rely upon the Exalted in Might, the Merciful So rely upon the Exalted in Might, the Merciful



SURAH SHURA 42:30

HAFS ``FA BIMA`` WARSH ``BIMA``

And whatever strikes you of disaster - [then] it is for 
what your hands have earned; but He pardons much.

And whatever strikes you of disaster - it is for what your hands 
have earned; but He pardons much.



SURAH ZUKHRUF 43:71

HAFS ``MA TASH TAHI HIL`` SHUBAH ``MA TASH TA HIL``

Circulated among them will be plates and vessels of gold. And 
therein is whatever the souls desire and [what] delights the 
eyes, and you will abide therein eternally.



SURAH SHAMS 91:15

HAFS ``WA LA`` WARSH ``FA LA``

And He does not fear the consequence thereof. Therefore He does not fear the consequence thereof.



SURAH JIN 72:20

HAFS ``QUL`` WARSH ``QAALA``

Say, [O Muhammad], "I only invoke my Lord and do not 
associate with Him anyone."

He (Muhammad) said "I only invoke my Lord and do not 
associate with Him anyone."



SURAH MOMINOON 23:89

HAFS ``SA YA QULOONA LILLAH`` DOURI ``SA YA QULOON ALLAH``

They will say,"Allah." Say, "Then how are you deluded?"They will say, "(It belongs) to Allah." Say: "Then how 
are ye deluded?"



SURAH AHQAF 46:15

HAFS ``AHSANA`` WARSH ``HUSNA``

And We have enjoined (on) man to his parents kindness. And We have enjoined (on) man to his treat parents 
beautifully 



SURAH YASIN 36:35

HAFS ``WA MA AMILAT HU`` SHUBAH ``WA MA AMILAT``

That they may eat of its fruit. And not made it their 
hands. So will not they be grateful?

That they may eat of its fruit. And not made their hands. So will 
not they be grateful?



SURAH RAAD 13:42

HAFS ``KUFAAR`` WARSH ``KAAFIR``

And those before them had plotted, but to Allah belongs 
the plan entirely. He knows what every soul earns, and 
the disbelievers will know for whom is the final home.

And those before them had plotted, but to Allah belongs the 
plan entirely. He knows what every soul earns, and the 
disbeliever will know for whom is the final home.



SURAH TAHRIM 66:12

HAFS ``KUTUBIHI`` WARSH ``KITABIHI``

And Maryam, (the) daughter (of) Imran who guarded 
her chastity, so We breathed into it of Our Spirit. And 
she believed (in the) Words (of) her Lord and His 
Books, and she was of the devoutly obedient.

And Maryam, (the) daughter (of) Imran who guarded her 
chastity, so We breathed into it of Our Spirit. And she believed 
(in the) Words (of) her Lord and His Book, and she was of the 
devoutly obedient.



SURAH ARAAF 7:141

HAFS ``YUQATILUN`` WARSH ``YAQTULUN``

And when We saved you from (the) people (of) Firaun
who were afflicting you (with) worst (of) torment, they 
were killing your sons and letting live your women. 
And in that (was) a trial from your Lord great.

And when We saved you from (the) people (of) Firaun who 
were afflicting you (with) worst (of) torment, they Killed your 
sons and letting live your women. And in that (was) a trial from 
your Lord great.



SURAH ANBIYA 21:104

HAFS ``KUTUB`` WARSH ``KITAAB``

The Day that We roll up the heavens like a scroll rolled up 
for books (completed),- even as We produced the first 
creation, so shall We produce a new one: a promise We 
have undertaken: truly shall We fulfil it.

The Day that We roll up the heavens like a scroll rolled up for a 
book (completed) ,- even as We produced the first creation, so 
shall We produce a new one: a promise We have undertaken: 
truly shall We fulfil it.



SURAH TAWBAH 9:103

HAFS ``SALAATAK`` WARSH ``SALAATIK``

Take, [O, Muhammad], from their wealth a charity 
by which you purify them and cause them increase, 
and invoke [Allah 's blessings] upon them. Indeed, 
your invocations are reassurance for them. And 
Allah is Hearing and Knowing.



SURAH BAQARAH 2:165

HAFS ``YARA`` WARSH ``TARA``

And [yet], among the people are those who take other 
than Allah as equals [to Him]. They love them as they 
[should] love Allah. But those who believe are stronger 
in love for Allah. And if only they who have wronged 
would consider [that] when they see the punishment, 
[they will be certain] that all power belongs to Allah 
and that Allah is severe in punishment.

And [yet], among the people are those who take other than 
Allah as equals [to Him]. They love them as they [should] love 
Allah. But those who believe are stronger in love for Allah. And 
if only they who have wronged would consider [that] when you 
see the punishment, [they will be certain] that all power 
belongs to Allah and that Allah is severe in punishment.



SURAH ARAAF 7:57

HAFS ``BUSHRA`` WARSH ``NUSHRA``

And it is He who sends the winds as good 
tidings before His mercy until, when they have 
carried heavy rainclouds, We drive them to a dead 
land and We send down rain therein and bring forth 
thereby [some] of all the fruits. Thus will We bring 
forth the dead; perhaps you may be reminded.

And it is He who sends the winds to disperse before His 
mercy until, when they have carried heavy rainclouds, We 
drive them to a dead land and We send down rain therein 
and bring forth thereby [some] of all the fruits. Thus will We 
bring forth the dead; perhaps you may be reminded.



SURAH IMRAN 3:13

HAFS ``YARAUNAHUM`` WARSH ``TARAUNAHUM``

There was a token for you in two hosts which met: 
one army fighting in the way of Allah, and another 
disbelieving, whom they saw as twice their number, 
clearly, with their very eyes. Thus Allah strengtheneth
with His succour whom He will. Lo! herein verily is a 
lesson for those who have eyes.

There was a token for you in two hosts which met: one army 
fighting in the way of Allah, and another disbelieving, whom 
you saw as twice their number, clearly, with their very eyes. 
Thus Allah strengtheneth with His succour whom He will. Lo! 
herein verily is a lesson for those who have eyes.



SURAH FATH 48:17

HAFS ``YUDKHILHU`` WARSH ``NUDKHILHU``

There is not upon the blind any guilt or upon the lame 
any guilt or upon the ill any guilt [for remaining behind]. 
And whoever obeys Allah and His Messenger - He will 
admit him to gardens beneath which rivers flow; but 
whoever turns away - He will punish him with a painful 
punishment.

There is not upon the blind any guilt or upon the lame any guilt 
or upon the ill any guilt [for remaining behind]. And whoever 
obeys Allah and His Messenger - We will admit him to gardens 
beneath which rivers flow; but whoever turns away - We will 
punish him with a painful punishment.



SURAH AHZAAB 33:68

HAFS ``KABIRA`` WARSH ``KATHEERA``

Our Lord, give them double the punishment and curse 
them with a great curse."

Our Lord, give them double the punishment and curse them 
with a multitudinous curse."



SURAH HIJR 15:8

HAFS ``NUNAZIL`` WARSH ``TANAZAL``

We do not send down the angels except with truth; 
and the disbelievers would not then be reprieved.

You do not send down the angels except with truth; and the 
disbelievers would not then be reprieved.



SURAH BAQARAH 2:85

HAFS ``TAAMALUN`` WARSH ``YAAMALUN``

And Allah is not unaware of what you do. And Allah is not unaware of what they do.



SURAH BAQARAH 2:259
HAFS  ``NUNSHIZUHA`` WARSH ``NUNSHIRUHA``

how We raise them and then We cover them with 
flesh." And when it became clear to him, he said, "I 
know that Allah is over all things competent."

how We revive them and then We cover them with flesh." 
And when it became clear to him, he said, "I know that Allah 
is over all things competent."



SURAH BAQARAH 2:58

HAFS ``NAGHFIRLAKUM`` WARSH ``YAGHFIRLAKUM``

And [recall] when We said, "Enter this city and eat from 
it wherever you will in [ease and] abundance, and enter 
the gate bowing humbly and say, 'Relieve us of our 
burdens.' We will [then] forgive your sins for you, and 
We will increase the doers of good [in goodness and 
reward]."

And [recall] when We said, "Enter this city and eat 
from it wherever you will in [ease and] abundance, 
and enter the gate bowing humbly and say, 'Relieve 
us of our burdens.' He will [then] forgive your sins for 
you, and We will increase the doers of good [in 
goodness and reward]."



SURAH MAIDAH 5:54

HAFS ``YARTADA`` WARSH ``YARTADID``

O you who have believed, whoever of you should revert from his religion 
- Allah will bring forth [in place of them] a people He will love and who 
will love Him [who are] humble toward the believers, powerful against 
the disbelievers; they strive in the cause of Allah and do not fear the 
blame of a critic. That is the favor of Allah ; He bestows it upon whom He 
wills. And Allah is all-Encompassing and Knowing.

O you who have believed, whoever of you should turn back from his 
religion - Allah will bring forth [in place of them] a people He will love and 
who will love Him [who are] humble toward the believers, powerful 
against the disbelievers; they strive in the cause of Allah and do not fear 
the blame of a critic. That is the favor of Allah ; He bestows it upon whom 
He wills. And Allah is all-Encompassing and Knowing.



SURAH IMRAN 3:81
HAFS ``ATAYTUKUM`` WARSH ``ATAYNAKUM``

And [recall, O People of the Scripture], when Allah took the 
covenant of the prophets, [saying], "Whatever I give you of the 
Scripture and wisdom and then there comes to you a 
messenger confirming what is with you, you [must] believe in 
him and support him." [ Allah ] said, "Have you acknowledged 
and taken upon that My commitment?" They said, "We have 
acknowledged it." He said, "Then bear witness, and I am with 
you among the witnesses."

And [recall, O People of the Scripture], when Allah took the 
covenant of the prophets, [saying], "Whatever We give you of the 
Scripture and wisdom and then there comes to you a messenger 
confirming what is with you, you [must] believe in him and support 
him." [ Allah ] said, "Have you acknowledged and taken upon that 
My commitment?" They said, "We have acknowledged it." He said, 
"Then bear witness, and I am with you among the witnesses."



SURAH NISA 4:152

HAFS ``YUTIHIM`` WARSH ``NUTIHIM``

But they who believe in Allah and His messengers and 
do not discriminate between any of them - to 
those He is going to give their rewards. And ever is 
Allah Forgiving and Merciful.

But they who believe in Allah and His messengers and do 
not discriminate between any of them - to those We give 
them their rewards. And ever is Allah Forgiving and 
Merciful.



SURAH IMRAN 3:146

HAFS ``QATALA`` WARSH ``QUTILA``

And how many a prophet [fought and] with him 
fought many religious scholars. But they never lost 
assurance due to what afflicted them in the cause of 
Allah , nor did they weaken or submit. And Allah loves 
the steadfast.

And how many a prophet [were killed and] with him fought 
many religious scholars. But they never lost assurance due 
to what afflicted them in the cause of Allah , nor did they 
weaken or submit. And Allah loves the steadfast.



SURAH BAQARAH 2:9

HAFS ``YUKHADIUN>YAKHDAUN`` WARSH ``YUKHADIUN``

They seek to deceive Allah and those who believe, but 
they deceive not except themselves and perceive [it] 
not.

They seek to deceive Allah and those who believe, but they 
seek to deceive not except themselves and perceive [it] 
not.
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READERS 
AUTHENTIC & 
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of the Prophet and the Qur'ān of the Prophet. Arabica, 57(4), 
343-436. Retrieved June 27, 2020, from 
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LOST VERSES

COMPANIONS AND QURAN BURNING



SURAH AHZAB 33:6      - MISSING PHRASE

HAFS

نْ أنْفسُِهمْ، النَّبـِيُّ أوْلـَى بـالـمُؤْمِنـِينَ مِ 
وأزْوَاجُهُ 

هاتهُُمْ  أمَّ

The Prophet is closer to the 
Believers than their own selves, 
and his wives are their mothers

VARIANT READING UBBAY

وَهُوَ أب  نْ أنْفسُِهمْ النَّبـِيُّ أوْلـَى بـالـمُؤْمِنـِينَ مِ 
هاتهُُمْ لهَُمْ  وأزْوَاجُهُ أمَّ

The Prophet is closer to the 
Believers than their own selves,
and he is a father to them,
and his wives are their mothers



TAFSIR OF TABARI

Abu Musa reported that Hassan 
(RA) recited this verse as; “The 
Prophet is closer to the Believers 
than their own selves, and his 
wives are their mothers.”He
reported that Hassan quoted the 
Prophet (PBUH) to have said, ‘I 
am closer to every believer than 
his own self.’ Hassan said; in the 
initial recital [the verse was], 
‘closer to the believers than their 
own selves, and he is a father to 
them.’ (Tafsir Ibn Jarir Al-Tabari 
20/209)



TAFSIR OF QURTUBI

Then Indeed in the 
Codex of Ubay bin Kaab
“And his wives are their 
mothers and he is a 
father to them” And Ibn 
Abbas’s recitation “Than 
themselves and he is a 
father to them, and his 
wives are their mothers”



SURA NISA 4:24 - THE MUTAH VARIANT
STANDARD HAFS

تُ مِنَ ٱلن سَِآءِ إِلا  نكُُمْ كِ وَٱلْمُحْصَنََٰ بَ مَا مَلكَْتَ أيَْمََٰ تََٰ
ا وَ  ِ عَليَْكُمْ وَأحُِلا لكَُمْ ما لِكُمْ أنَ تبَْتغَُ ٱللَّا واْ رَاءَ ذََٰ
حْصِنِينَ غَيْرَ مُ  لِكُمْ مُّ فِحِينَ فمََا ٱسْتمَْتعَْ بِأمَْوََٰ تمُْ بِهِ سََٰ

مْ ضَةً وَلَ جُناَحَ عَليَْكُ مِنْهُنا فآَتوُهُنا أجُُورَهُنا فرَِي
ضَيْتمُْ بهِِ مِن بعَْدِ ٱلْ  َ كَافِيمَا ترَََٰ نَ عَلِيماً فرَِيضَةِ إنِا ٱللَّا

 ً حَكِيما

And [also prohibited to you are all] married women except 
those your right hands possess. [This is] the decree of 
Allah upon you. And lawful to you are [all others] beyond 
these, [provided] that you seek them [in marriage] with 
[gifts from] your property, desiring chastity, not unlawful 
sexual intercourse. So for whatever you enjoy [of 
marriage] from them, give them their due compensation as 
an obligation. And there is no blame upon you for what 
you mutually agree to beyond the obligation. Indeed, Allah 
is ever Knowing and Wise.

VARIANT READING

تُ مِنَ ٱلن سَِآءِ إِلا  نكُُمْ كِ وَٱلْمُحْصَنََٰ بَ مَا مَلكَْتَ أيَْمََٰ تََٰ
ا وَ  ِ عَليَْكُمْ وَأحُِلا لكَُمْ ما لِكُمْ أنَ تبَْتغَُ ٱللَّا واْ رَاءَ ذََٰ
حْصِنِينَ غَيْرَ مُ  لِكُمْ مُّ فِحِينَ فمََا ٱسْتمَْتعَْ بِأمَْوََٰ تمُْ بِهِ سََٰ

ى مِنْهُنا  لَ أجُُورَهُنا فرَِيضَةً وَ فآَتوُهُنا إلى أجَلٍ مُسَمًّ
ضَيْتُ  ةِ إنِا مْ بِهِ مِن بعَْدِ ٱلْفرَِيضَ جُناَحَ عَليَْكُمْ فِيمَا ترَََٰ
 ً َ كَانَ عَلِيماً حَكِيما ٱللَّا

And [also prohibited to you are all] married women except 
those your right hands possess. [This is] the decree of 
Allah upon you. And lawful to you are [all others] beyond 
these, [provided] that you seek them [in marriage] with 
[gifts from] your property, desiring chastity, not unlawful 
sexual intercourse. So for whatever you enjoy [of 
marriage] from them for an appointed time, give them 
their due compensation as an obligation. And there is no 
blame upon you for what you mutually agree to beyond 
the obligation. Indeed, Allah is ever Knowing and Wise.



Tafsir of Tabari



SHAWKANI – TABRASI 



MUSTADRIK HAKIM - IBN KATHIR



THE 
BURNING 
OF THE 
QURAN BY 
UTHMAN



SURAH AHZAB HAD OVER 200 VERSES AND NOW MERELY 73! 



SAHABA IN FIGHTING 
ABOUT THE QURAN

• NOTICE HOW HOSTILE IBN MASUD IS TOWARDS 
ZAYD WHO IS COMPILING THE QURAN!

• TIRMIZI



THE VERSES ABOUT BREASTFEEDING THAT NO LONGER EXIST



THE LOST VERSES OF THE VALLEYS AND BELLIES



THE LOST VERSE OF 
STONING ADULTERS



THE VERSE ABOUT BIR MAUNA 



THE 
MISSING 
WORD IN 
2:238



THE DISPUTED PHRASE IN SURAH 92



MUHAMMAD 
FORGOT QURAN!



MAKING UP VERSES ON THE FLY!



KITAB AL MASAHIF
IBN MASUD









AHRUF-QIRAAT



• Tabari mentioned 20 

Qiraat

• Tabari and 

Zamakhshari rejected 

authentic Qiraat



• Ismail b Ishaq Maliki collected 20 readings

• Muqri collected 5 & 8 readings

• Before Mujahid people were not strict on limiting to 7 or 10 readings

• Tabari compiled 20 readings but book is lost

• Tabari DID NOT see Variant readings as Divine

• Jazari in 14th century added 3 more totaling 10 canonical readings using 

fatwa

• 2 decades later Jazari retracted his views on tawatur of 10 readings to 

single chains 

• Political force was employed to coerce people into agreement



• Tabari rates and gives preference to certain 

Qiraat over others 

• He would outright reject readings that were 

later canonized as Divine 

• He dismissed Hamzah for 4:1

• Rejects Ibn Amir as inarticulate 6:137

• Tabari rejects Ibn Kathir 2:37



• Certain variants are 

grammatically awkward or 

incorrect 

• Tabari rejected readings of 

15:56 which were of the 7/10 

readers

• Tabari rejects an authentic 

reading for 20:63



• 49 scribal differences in the 

uthmanic codices

•Tabari highlights bad grammar in  

authentic Qiraat for 15:56 

•Qiraat weren't canonized till the 

10th century

• Qiraat were not divine 

• Zamakhshari and Tabari call 

some authentic readings as 

stupid/repugnant



•Ibn Attiyyah says Qiraat are 

Ijtihad of readers

• The 7 or 10 Canonical 

readings are ONE Harf and 

all others Ahruf were lost

•The Canonical readings are 

equally divine in mainstream 

Sunni belief

• Imperfect/Defective Rasm

led to more variants



• Only justification for variants is ahruf hadith

• Ahruf are mysterious

• 7 Qiraat ≠ 7 Ahruf

• Uthmanic codex abrogated companion codices

• 25:1 in Ahruf hadith has additional Variant not found in authentic Qiraat

• Politics played important role



• Shism has no concept of 7 or 10 Qiraat

• 35+ interpretations of Ahruf

• Shias openly acknowledge human altering of Quran and use Qiraat as an argument against preservation

• It was 10th century when Qiraat canonized and judged by fixed criteria




